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Ancient Greece Study Guide
The ancient Greeks made contributions that have influenced the present world. Many
inventions of the ancient Greeks are still used today.

ARCHITECTURE

ARTS

GOVERNMENT

The architects of ancient Greece used columns in 
their buildings. An ancient Greek building that 
uses columns is the Parthenon. This ancient 
building still exists today. Buildings in America are 
modeled after Greek architecture.

Mosaics, sculptures, and paintings are displayed on
buildings in ancient Greece. The people in ancient
Greece also made beautiful pottery.

The government of the United States is based on
ideas developed in ancient Greece. Ancient Greece
is the “Birthplace of Democracy.” Their government
was a direct democracy—a government by the
people. A direct democracy is a government where
the people vote to make their own rules and laws.

People in ancient Greece adapted to their environment. Resources were used to produce
goods and services. Ways people in ancient Greece adapted to their environments:

The size and location of ancient Greece has changed over time.

• FARMING: Limited farming due
to mountains and hills, rocky land,
and very little rain. Led to limited
rich soil

• POTTERY: Traded across the
Mediterranean Sea and used in the
storing of olive oil and wine

• SHIPS AND FISHING:
Built ships to fish with and trade
across the Mediterranean Sea

At the beginning of the civilization During the period of its greatest influence Location of the culture today

Ancient Greece was located on a
peninsula with many islands,
surrounded by the Mediterranean Sea.

Ancient Greece spread throughout the
eastern Mediterranean region.

Greece is located on a peninsula with
many islands, surrounded by the
Mediterranean Sea.
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SPORTS The Olympic games of today are modeled after
the games of ancient Greece.




